heterogeneous they were in other respects. In France, the eminent
mathematician Henri Poincare adopted the standpoint of Prag-
matism for even that apparently most secure and universally
valid science, geometry. In his book La Valeur de la science he
says: " We know in space rectilinear triangles the sum of whose
angles is equal to two right angles. But we know also curvilinear
triangles the sum of whose angles is smaller than two right angles.
To call the sides of the one rectilinear means that we accept Eu-
clidean geometry; to call the sides of the other rectilinear means
that we accept the non-Euclidean. . . . Apparently, when we
say that the Euclidean rectilinear is a true rectilinear., and the
non-Euclidean is not, we only wish to express our belief that the
former view represents a more important object than the lat-
ter. ... If the Euclidean rectilinear is more important than the
non-Euclidean, this means principally that it differs only slightly
from certain important natural objects, whereas the non-Eu-
clidean does very greatly differ from them." The system of
mathematics is a convention: " it is neither true nor false, it is
convenient."

By far the most influential French philosopher since Comte,
however, was Henri Bergson, who may also be compared with
Descartes in the national extent of the influence that he exer-
cised in pre-war days on literature, art, and outlook on life. He
places metaphysics in definite opposition to science. The activity
deriving from positive science is analysis. The conduct of analysis
consists in tracing back its object to already known elements:
that is, it attempts to express a thing through something that is
not this thing itself. Every analysis is therefore a translation, a
development in symbols. The instrument of metaphysics is in-
tuition. " Intuition is that description of intellectual introjec-
tion by means of which one transfers oneself to the interior of an
object in order to hit upon that which is unique and inexpres-
sible in it. ... If there is a means of grasping a reality abso-
lutely instead of recognizing it relatively, of placing oneself within
it instead of adopting standpoints towards it, of grasping it with-
out any sort of translations and symbolical representation, this
is metaphysics itself. Metaphysics is accordingly the science which
endeavours to do without symbols." There is, then, a way of re-
constructing reality independently of thought, the way of direct
experience. In intuition the soul experiences itself as a being that
is not conditioned by bodily processes. It is dependent on these
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